
MAIN Update
Working in Solidarity for Peace, Bread & Justice!

Thanks to YOU , many 
harmful cuts were stopped!

Maine Supplemental Budget: 
2008 Legislative Session Results

MAIN members joined with thousands of 
others through the Maine Can Do Better 
coalition to prevent many harmful cuts 
proposed in the Governor’s budget. Clearly, 
Maine lawmakers heard the message that these 
cuts to human services programs were not 
acceptable. We delivered this message through 
emails, letters, phone calls, and by joining the 
1000 Maine people who filled the halls of the 
State House on March 12th. Our voices made a 
difference!

This news is a huge relief for the thousands 
who were at risk of losing vital health care; 
access to basic safety net programs like 
General Assistance; or services for victims of 
domestic violence.  Our work to restore these 
services will literally save lives.  It will also 
prevent even greater costs that would arise if 
people lost access to these critical services.

Unfortunately, the final budget also made 
significant cuts to some essential programs. 
These cuts will affect services for seniors and 
for people with chronic mental illness and 
developmental disabilities.  The budget cuts 
will also 
affect the 
workers and 
agencies that 
provide these 
services.  The 
final budget 
reduced state 
spending 
for these 
and other 
programs 
and services 
by about 170 
million dollars.  
 
Continued on 
page 4
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Maine’s TANF families will see some long-
needed relief very soon because of new provisions 
in the state budget.  The Governor proposed these 
changes and the legislature passed them during 
the 2008 legislative session. 

Beginning in the summer of 2008, certain 
TANF families who have very high housing 
costs will receive an increase in their 
“Housing Special Need” payment.  This will 
equal an extra $50 a month.  

In addition, all families leaving TANF for 
employment will qualify for a new “worker 
supplement” payment.  This will help them 
buy additional food as they transition to the 
workforce.

There has not been any increase in TANF benefits 
since 2001.  Today, 23,000 children in 13,000 
Maine families receive TANF benefits.  With 
incomes well below the federal poverty level, 
these families struggle to make ends meet.  

The TANF program gives a parent with one child 
and no other income $363 a month. A family of 
three with no other income receives $485. This 
additional housing and food assistance will bring 
crucial support to families as the cost of basic 
necessities such as gasoline, heating fuel, and 
food continue to rise.  

•

•

Here is a brief summary of the new TANF
assistance that will be available soon:

Increase in the Housing 
Special Need Payment

The Housing Special Need payment will increase 
from $50 to $100 a month. The increase will be 
funded with federal TANF block grant dollars. 
This payment goes to families whose rent (or 
mortgage) exceeds 75% of their income. 

We expect that eligible 
families will begin to receive 
this additional payment in 
July or August of this year.  
This increase will help 
people like:

 A mother of two from Augusta 
whose current rent is more than 
she gets in her TANF benefit.  She 
is going to school through the 
Parents as Scholars program to 
get a degree in accounting.  She 
and her children were homeless 
for several months last year 
because of the cost of housing.  
She is able to work off some of 
her rent by doing cleaning around 
her building but she is constantly 
behind in her payments.  A special 
needs allowance for her housing 
costs would be a lifesaver for her.

Continued on page 6

Good News 
for TANF Families
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Legislature Votes 
New Funds 
for DirigoChoice   
Access to Health Care 
Protected for Thousands of Mainers 

As many of you know, the DirigoChoice program 
has not been enrolling new members because of 
lack of funding.  In April, the Legislature approved 
new or slightly increased taxes on beer, wine and 
soda to help fund Dirigo. 

         This new funding will protect 
         vital health care coverage for        
         18,000 Maine people.  
         The legislation adds: 

3¢ to a 12 oz. bottle of beer 
7¢ to a bottle of wine
7¢ to a 20 oz. bottle of soda 

These taxes are directed at companies that dis-
tribute beer, wine and soda.  These companies 
can choose to pass this tax on to consumers, but 
the law does not require them to do so.  The tax 
increase on beer will not affect Maine’s small 
breweries.  Tax increases on beer, wine and soda 
were recommended by a majority of the Gover-
nor’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Dirigo. 

Impact on DirigoChoice Program

With this new funding, DirigoChoice can enroll 
new businesses starting in September 2008.  New 
individuals can join as soon as more businesses 
sign up.  The program must wait to enroll new 
individuals in order to keep a balance between 
individuals and business enrollees in the program.  
              + + +
NOTE:  The Maine Association of Interdependent 
Neighborhoods feels that even though increasing 
these taxes may hurt people with low incomes 
more than those with higher incomes, we supports 
these tax increases as long as the money is used to 
provide health care for more Maine people.

•
•
•

People’s Veto  
Threatens New Funds 
for DirigoChoice

The state Constitution lets Maine people veto a 
bill passed by the Legislature.  It is known as a 
referendum process. Two organizations hope to 
use this process to stop these modest tax increases 
from taking effect. They are a group of Bangor 
Young Republicans and a group of businesses that 
include distributors and sellers of beer, wine and 
syrup used in soda. 

To do this they must collect 55,000 signatures before 
July 17th.  If the signatures are collected and certi-
fied by the State then the question will be on the 
November 4, 2008 ballot. It will ask voters whether 
they want to repeal the taxes to fund Dirigo. 

Know the whole story 
before you sign.

If the taxes are repealed:

The new money for 
Dirigo will not be avail-
able to protect health care for 18,000 Maine 
children and hard-working adults, while 
making coverage affordable for an addition-
al 40,000 who are not able to get insurance 
through their employers.
DirigoChoice will not be able to accept new 
individual or business members. 
Those currently enrolled may lose their 
health care coverage if the program closes.

This bill does NOT raise taxes on milk, water, 
coffee or hard cider.  

If these signatures are not collected, then Dirigo 
will continue to offer health insurance to thou-
sands of people in Maine who would otherwise be 
uninsured. 

•

•

•
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Maine Supplemental Budget - Continued from page 1

Here is a brief summary of the outcome of some 
of the issues that MAIN and Maine Equal Justice 
followed most closely:    
 
Proposed cuts  in the MaineCare 
“childless adult” program 
(the “non-categoricals”)

The legislature rejected the proposal to cut 
health care for more than 8,500 low-income 
adults in this program. This means that when 
the new budget goes into effect on July 1, 
2008, the program will reopen and accept new 
members from the waiting list. The Department 
of Health and Human Services (DHHS) 
currently has a waiting list for this program.  
Anyone who wants to enroll should sign up for 
the waiting list as soon as possible.

The legislature rejected the proposal to stop 
covering prescription drugs for members of 
the “childless adult” program. Prescription 
drugs will continue to be available.  People 
on the program will be expected to make 
greater use of generic drugs instead of brand 
names. However, brand name drugs will still 
be available with prior authorization if they are 
medically necessary. 

The legislature rejected a proposal to require a 
$10 co-payment for doctor and hospital visits 
for members of the “childless adult” program. 

Continued on page 5

—

—

—

Health coverage through MaineCare, 
helps Maine people like these: 

A 62 year old self-employed man from 
southern Maine who became severely ill 
in 2006, but waited several months to 
see a doctor because he had no health 
insurance.  He had lost over 30 pounds 
and had become so weak he had to stop 
working.  When he got on MaineCare he 
was finally able to get the medical help 
he needed, including diagnostic tests and 
a referral to a specialist.  With effective 
medications he is feeling well again and 
looking forward to getting back to work.  

A 23-year old woman from Lisbon who had 
been without health insurance and was 
having serious health problems related to 
her acute diabetes.  She was able to enroll 
in MaineCare’s non-categorical program 
and stabilize her health.  She is now 
employed full time as a nurse’s aide with 
health insurance provided by her employer.  

A young woman with a college degree in 
agriculture whose life’s goal is to develop 
her family’s small farm in Windsor into a 
thriving business.  She developed serious 
complications from a foot injury while 
working last summer, requiring long-term 
treatment.  Without MaineCare coverage 
she would not have been able to afford 
the treatment or the medications.  With 
appropriate medical care she has been 
able to continue working to develop her 
family business.

A husband and wife in their mid 50s from 
Knox County.  They were both working but 
had no access to health insurance when 
the wife was diagnosed with kidney cancer. 
She was able to get on the MaineCare non-
categorical program in time to have life-
saving surgery.  Cancer-free, she returned 
to work and, at age 55, is finishing her 
bachelor’s degree.
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Maine Supplemental Budget - Continued from page 4

Other proposed MaineCare cuts

The legislature rejected the proposal to 
eliminate podiatry services (foot care) 
for all MaineCare members. However, 
MaineCare members will now need prior 
authorization from DHHS before they can 
receive certain podiatry services. 

The legislature partially rejected a 
proposal to cut certain durable medical 
equipment and supplies. DHHS now has 
the authority to limit or reduce the amount 
that MaineCare will pay for these services. 
DHHS must first go through a rulemaking 
process in order to put any limits in place. 
The public will have a chance to comment 
on what is proposed during the rulemaking 
process. MAIN and MEJP will advocate 
to prevent any harmful limits on access to 
durable medical equipment. 

The legislature accepted the proposal to 
require an annual MaineCare enrollment 
fee of $25 for parents with incomes above 
150% of the poverty level ($26,200 for 
a family of 3). The $25 fee will apply to 
each parent in a two-parent family. 

Proposal cuts 
affecting families receiving TANF 
(Temporary Assistance to Needy Families)

The legislature rejected the proposal to stop 
access to the General Assistance (GA) Program 
for TANF families. TANF families will continue 
to be able to apply for GA when they need it.  
Being able to turn to GA for assistance helps 
families like this one:

—

—

—

Proposed cuts affecting 
legal immigrants

The legislature rejected the proposal to stop state-
funded SSI payments for 31 elderly or disabled 
legal immigrants and refugees. The Governor 
himself withdrew this proposal in his budget 
“change package”. This means that state-funded 
SSI benefits will continue to be available to low-
income legal immigrants and refugees who do not 
qualify for federal SSI benefits. 

The legislature rejected the proposal to stop state-
funded food stamps for legal immigrants. Legal 
immigrants with low incomes who do not qualify 
for the federal food stamp program will continue 
to be eligible for this state-funded benefit.  c

Maine Can Do Better rally at the State 
House in Augusta on March 12, 2008 to 
protect health and human service programs 
brought out over 1,000 people.

A mother of three from Bangor, 
including twins with serious dis-
abilities, who spent all of her TANF 
income on temporary housing as she 
searched for affordable housing. They 
had to rely on General Assistance in 
order to survive.  Now she is hoping 
that she will qualify for the Housing 
Special Need payment so that she can 
provide permanent shelter for 
her family.
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TANF Families - Continued from page 2

“Worker Supplement” Payment 
New Transitional Food Benefit

Families leaving TANF for work will receive 
a “transitional food benefit”. This means that 
families who leave TANF for work will receive 
$100 per month in the first year they leave TANF, 
$75 per month in the second year, and $50 per 
month in the third year. 

The benefit will be placed on families’ EBT cards.  
It can be used to purchase anything that can be 
purchased with food stamps. By providing the 
benefit this way, it will not count as “income” for 
the federal food stamp program.  This means that 
it will not cause a reduction in benefits for that 
program. This benefit will also be funded with 
federal TANF block grant dollars.  

This “worker’s supplement” will help people 
like:

Lacey, a mother of three from 
Westbrook whose $7/hour wage 
from a local department store puts 
her over the income limit for TANF.   
A ‘Worker’s Supplement’  would 
provide assistance with food costs 
for families leaving TANF.  Lacey 
says, “Although finances are the 
most difficult thing that I struggle 
with, I keep at it because I am 
determined to keep my job and 
not return to TANF.  The Workers’ 
Supplement would go a long way 
toward helping me meet my goal of 
having financial security for my kids 
and me.”  c

Update on MaineCare 
Citizenship & Identity Requirement

As you may know, MaineCare now requires proof 
of citizenship and identity for many people to get 
or keep their coverage.  The good news is that 
the vast majority of MaineCare members have 
met this requirement.  Unfortunately, there are 
thousands of MaineCare members who have not.  
As of April 22, 2008, about 2,200 people have 
lost their MaineCare because they have not gotten 
their documents to the Department of Health 
and Human Services (DHHS) in time.  Once 
people fall off the pro-gram, they cannot get back 
on until they provide documents to prove their 
citizenship and identity.  

One of the biggest problems is that parents have 
not been filling out a simple form to prove the 
identity of their children.  The form is available at 
DHHS offices, and is also on the MEJP web site:  
www.mejp.org/Update/PDF/affidavit_15.pdf.  
It’s very important that families fill out this form 
if they don’t have other documents to prove their 
children’s identity.

DHHS no longer has a hotline to help people get 
their documents.  But, Consumers for Affordable 
Health Care (CAHC) has a Help Line.  CAHC 
can answer questions about the citizenship and 
identity verification requirement. They will also  
walk people through the steps they need to take to 
get the necessary documentation.   

CAHC Help Line 
for 

Citizenship & Identity 
Requirement 

1-800-965-7476 

Continued on Page 19
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Over the last year, the Bush Administration has 
issued Medicaid regulations that would limit 
federal funding for key Medicaid services.  These 
changes would hurt access to health care for thou-
sands of children and adults in Maine and across 
the country.

Targeted Case Management

Changes to Targeted Case Management and 
Rehabilitative Services would harm Maine people 
the most.  The new regulations would affect many 
children, homeless families and adults, people 
with HIV/AIDS, and other vulnerable groups.  

For example, Maine’s Head Start Centers provide 
case management services to help children ac-
cess health-related services.  The Centers would 
no longer receive federal matching funds through 
Medicaid for this important service.  Many of 
Maine’s homeless shelters would also lose federal 
funds.  This means that they would be unable to 
help people get the services they need.

Rehabilitative Services

Proposed changes to the rules for rehabilitative 
services would limit access to services for thou-
sands of children, seniors and people with dis-
abilities. Services would be provided only when 
they can actually improve a person’s ability to 
function.  They would not be available in most 
cases for people who need them to simply main-
tain their current ability to function.  Some people 
could see their conditions get worse without these 
services.  They then might need institutional care. 

Congress and the State Take Action

The good news is that Congress is trying to stop 
these regulations from taking effect this year.  
They are considering a proposal to place a hold, 
or a “moratorium,” on seven of the Bush Admin-
istration’s new Medicaid rules.  All four members 
of Maine’s Congressional delegation are working 
hard to stop these regulations.  We are hopeful 
that the regulations will not start this year, thanks 
to their efforts and the efforts of others in 
Congress. 

Governor Baldacci and the Maine legislature have 
also stepped in to protect these important servic-
es. In particular, the state budget that passed at the 
end of March included $6 million to continue Tar-
geted Case Management services for participants 
in certain community programs.  These programs, 
including Head Start agencies, organizations 
working with children in the child welfare sys-
tem and others working with expectant and new 
mothers, will use the funds to continue to provide 
Targeted Case Management services. c  

Bush Administration Attempts to Change Medicaid Progr am:  

Congress and the Maine Legislature Intervene
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Maine’s 
New Council on Poverty and 
Economic Security

Maine has a new Council on Poverty and 
Economic Security.  It was created by the 
legislature in 2008.  The Council will advise 
the Governor and the legislature on ways to end 
poverty and increase economic security for Maine 
people.  

Poverty is a growing problem in Maine.  The 
facts are troubling.  One in eight Maine people 
lives in poverty. The problem is worse for older 
people.  One in ten Maine seniors is very poor.  
The data tells us that, one in six Maine children 
lived below the poverty level in 2006.  This is an 
increase of more than 50% since 2001. We also 
know that one in three Maine people are “near-
poor.” They live below 200% of the poverty level 
and have real difficulty making ends meet.

Maine’s poverty and near-poverty rate is the 
highest in New England. Maine also has the 
highest number of people in New England who 
are worried about not having enough to eat.

The Council is going to tackle these issues.  Its 
members will include people with experience 
in the issues of poverty and economic 
security.  Legislators, representatives from 
state government, and policy experts will be 
on the Council.  It will also include business 
leaders, a Native American representative and 
a representative from the religious community.  
Most importantly, people who know what it 
means to be poor will be selected as members.  
They will bring first-hand knowledge of poverty 
and what can be done to eliminate it.  MAIN will 
recommend two people who have experience 
living in poverty to be members of the Council. 

The Council will bring much-needed attention to 
the problem of poverty in Maine.  It will also help 
develop and carry out a plan to end poverty and 
increase economic security in our state.  c

      

Mark your calendar!

Second Annual
Maine Symposium 

on 
Poverty & Economic Security

Monday, October 27, 2008
Augusta Civic Center

www.endingpovertyinmaine.org

MAIN and Maine Equal Justice are 
working with the Maine Community Action 
Association to plan this symposium. MCAA 
received a grant to work with MAIN to hold 
‘listening sessions’ in seven communities 
throughout the State.  People who are or 
have recently experienced poverty will 
be invited to these meetings to share their 
experiences and ideas on how to end poverty 
and increase economic security for Maine 
people.  This information will be used to 
help plan the October 27th event.  

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.”   Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Health Care 
Tru th Commission!
“Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in 
healthcare is the most shocking & inhumane.”
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

On June 10, 2008, Portland Organized to Win 
Economic Rights (POWER) hosted a Health Care 
Truth Commission to shine a light on some of 
the healthcare rights violations happening in our 
community. The purpose of this event was to call 
attention to these violations, expose the extent of 
the crisis and join together to bring about changes 
to win our human right to healthcare for all.

Individuals shared their experiences about 
struggling to meet their health needs. Their stories 
help us better understand the nature of this crisis 
and how it affects the lives of real people. In 
addition, community members served as Truth 
Commissioners to officially witness, and, respond 
to the testimonies.

POWER is still collecting stories of healthcare 
human rights violations through a survey.  To learn 
more about the Healthcare Truth Commission and 
to fill-out or download the survey, go to: 
www.povertyontrial.org

Dr. King also said “There comes a time when 
silence is betrayal... The truth must be told...” 
For those of us who are dying for healthcare here 
in Maine, this is our time to speak out, break the 

silence. We need to tell the 
truth about the healthcare 
crisis and to demand our 
human right to healthcare 
– NOW! 

POWER, P.O. Box 4281 
Portland, ME 04101
(207) 650-5092 
www.povertyontrial.org 

POWER is a MAIN member 
organization.

New Maine
Housing 
Commissioner  
Nikki McLean 

MAIN member, Nikki Mclean of Portland 
was appointed to the Maine Housing Board of 
Commissioners by the legislature this April.  The 
goal of MSHA is to make safe, affordable housing 
and services available to all Maine residents. 

Nikki is a longtime community leader. She is a 
board member of the Maine People’s Alliance, 
a Portland Housing Commissioner for 5 years, 
an active member of the Leadership Council for 
Portland Organized to Win Economic Rights, and 
an active member in the Poor People’s Economic 
Human Rights Campaign and the United Nations 
Human Rights Truth Commission.  

Nikki’s experience as a single parent who 
struggled to find affordable and decent housing 
gives her the passion to help others. “I remember 
waiting to get into public housing with my kids for 
years. I lived in apartments that took every penny I 
had. Once we got into a place we could afford, we 
went through hell. Slumlords wouldn’t fix the water 
or toilet. We paid for a heated apartment but the 
water in the sink and toilet would freeze. We put 
up with a lot. No human being should have to go 
through that.” 

Nikki’s top priority as a MSHA commissioner is 
protecting the Housing Opportunities for Maine Fund. 

“We need to restore full funding 
for affordable housing and make 
good on Maine’s promise to be 
the “way life should be” – with a 
good, safe home!”      Nikki McLean
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Paid Sick Days: Our work is not over; we’re not giving up! 

Nearly one out of two full-time workers in Maine 
lacks a single paid sick day.  That number rises to 
three out of four for the working poor.  The jobs 
that are least likely to have any paid sick time are 
in child care, nursing home care, food service, 
and accommodations.  See a trend here?  

These occupations are most often " lled by wom-
en.  They offer low wages, and tend to be part 
time instead of full time.  Talk about a women’s 
issue!  Paid sick days are a must for working 
mothers, any caregiver, and every worker in 
Maine.  No one should have to choose between 
their own health or the health of a loved one and 
their job.  

It’s common sense and common decency.  

Everyone gets sick; everyone should be able to 
afford to get well.  Why then did L.D. 1454, 
“An Act to Care for Working Families,” fail in 
the 123rd Legislature?  This bill, sponsored by 
long-time women’s rights and labor advocate, 
Jackie Norton (D-Bangor) would have provided 
one hour of paid sick time for every 30 hours 
worked at establishments with 25 or more em-
ployees.  For full-time workers, that would have 
been nine days a year that they could use to care 
for themselves or their close family members 
when illness strikes.  

Through the course of the legislative session, 
the bill was amended in the Labor Committee to 
provide only " ve days a year.  Even this amend-
ment could not win enough support to pass in the 
House.  The roll call was 63 votes in favor and 72 
opposed to the amended " ve days a year version.  
Sixteen legislators were absent for that vote.  
When the bill went to the Senate, the minority 
“ought not to pass” report of the Labor Com-
mittee was accepted unanimously or “under the 
hammer.” 

Upcoming Local Meetings with Legislators

Our work is not over; we’re not giving up!  This 
summer and fall, we’re tightening our belts and 
moving into civic engagement.  During one of 
the most exciting election seasons of our time, 
the Maine Women’s Lobby will be organizing 
in-district meetings with key legislators.  At these 
meetings, members will make the case for paid 
sick days and will also voice their support for 
other family friendly workplace standards that are 
long overdue.  

To learn more and get involved, 
please contact the Maine Women’s Lobby 

by email at info@mainewomen.org, or 
call us at (207) 622-0851.

Maine Equal Justice Partners is a proud member 
of MaineShare. 

MaineShare raises awareness of and resources 
for MEJP and more than 35 other Maine-based 
non-pro" t organizations working for positive 
social change in Maine. 

Support MEJP through your annual MaineShare
workplace giving campaign or help set up one if 
none currently exists. Workplace giving allows 
employees to make tax-deductible donations to 
Maine organizations through payroll contribu-
tions.

To " nd out more, visit www.maineshare.org  
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Maine’s Minimum Wage Will Increase in October
More workers to be covered by minimum wage.

More workers to be covered by overtime laws.

Thank you to everyone who called their 
legislators about the need to increase Maine’s 
minimum wage.  Your efforts paid off!

Before adjourning for the year, the legislature 
passed an increase in the Maine minimum wage.  

The current minimum wage of $7.00 per hour will 
increase to:

$7.25 per hour on October 1, 2008 and
 

$7.50 per hour on October 1, 2009.  

The bill also extended coverage under the 
minimum wage to include: 

Workers, such as direct care workers, 
housekeepers, and others who provide 
“domestic” services to people in their 
homes; and  

People who work in non-profits 
agencies. 

The bill also made changes to Maine’s overtime 
laws.  Domestic service workers, workers at 
hotels and motels, all restaurant workers, and 
those working for most non-profit agencies will 
now be able to receive overtime pay.  This means 
that these employees must be paid one and one-
half times their regular hourly pay rate for hours 
they work over 40 hours in a week.  

This small increase in the minimum wage and the 
other changes in the bill will put more earnings 
in the hands of thousands of Maine’s low-wage 
workers. This is especially important at a time 
when prices for basic necessities like food, 
heating fuel and gasoline are on the rise. c  

Ø

Ø

Ø

Ø

This is 
especially important 
at a time 
when prices 
for basic necessities 
like food, 
heating fuel 
and 
gasoline 
are on the rise. 
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    MAIN Annual Conference

      Friday, November 7, 2008

Mark your calendar, then join us 
at the State House in Augusta on November 7th for MAIN’s Annual Conference. 

At the conference, we will:

Elect the MAIN leadership team
Tour the State House.  
Discuss issues:

Health Care
Housing/Heating
Safety-Net programs
Education & Training
Work related (wages, paid sick time etc.)
Tax Reform

Dot-mocracy:  Choose the top issues MAIN 
should work on -- with your help -- over the next two years.
Talk with new people and catch up with longtime friends.

Together, we have the power to make a difference!

Look for more details in the October MAIN Update and on our website in the fall: www.peacebreadjustice.org

ü
ü
ü

•
•
•
•
•
•

ü

ü

MAIN Seeks New Leaders to Join the Team"

MAIN is now using a new style of leadership – a 
team approach.  We started using this model after 
two elected leaders resigned to focus on other 
things in their lives.  No other leader wanted to 
fill these vacant positions. So we decided to work 
as a team. All leaders on the team are volunteers, 
have other family/work responsibilities, and 
deal with the challenges of having low incomes. 
Working as a leadership team allows us to share 
responsibilities, learn from each other, and support 
and encourage each other.  If you think you’d be 
interested in joining the leadership team, or have 
questions about it, please contact any MAIN Leader 
(see list on page 22).  

 Help Make the Conference a Success"

Volunteer to: 
Hang # yers and invite people to attend,
Help plan food for the day,
Be part of set-up or clean-up,
Staff the registration table,
Make signs,
Lead one of the discussion groups,
Take notes during the discussions, or
Help raise funds.

Contact any MAIN Leader listed on page 22 or 
leave a message for them with Chris at MEJP 
toll-free 1-866-626-7059 ext 204.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Ending Poverty: Economic Human Rights for all!

MAIN is working with the Maine Community 
Action Association to meet with people with 
low incomes in seven Maine communities. 
Your ideas on how to end poverty and increase 
economic security will help us plan the October 
27th Maine Poverty Symposium. We also 
worked with MCAA to pass a law creating 
a commission to advise the Governor and 
Legislature on poverty issues.   
www.endingpovertyinmaine.org.  

Reaching Out Statewide 

MAIN’s 2007 annual conference at the State 
House was a great success according to people 
from all over the state who attended.  MAIN 
continues to develop relationships with 
individuals and groups from Aroostook County 
to York County to gain understanding and 
strengthen our voice.  The Northern MAIN 
regional chapter is getting the active again so 
our September 11th statewide meeting will

be held in Bangor.  (See page 23 for the other 
meeting places in the fall.)

Working Together: Maine Can Do Better

MAIN worked with the Maine Can Do Better 
coalition to prevent many serious cuts to 
programs including health care, food assistance 
and domestic violence services.  Several MAIN 
members testified at public hearings and spoke 
with the press to help educate legislators and the 
public. Many attended the March rally, and called 
or emailed their legislators too.

Leading as a Team

MAIN is now using a new style of leadership 
– a team approach.  All leaders on the team 
are volunteers, have other family/ work 
responsibilities, and deal with the challenges of 
having low incomes. Working as a leadership 
team allows us to share responsibilities, learn 
from each other, and encourage each other.  Let 
us know if you’re interested in joining the team.

MAIN Annual Appeal & Member Survey - 2008

In order to keep moving forward to improve the lives of ALL Maine people, MAIN needs your help.  

Please fill out and return the form on the back.  
Send the most generous contribution that you can -- every dollar counts! 
Join us at our monthly meetings and at the November 7th Conference.  
Get involved. Help make decisions. Share your experiences.  
Let your voice be heard. Join with ours because together, we do make a difference

In Solidarity for Peace, Bread & Justice,
MAIN Leadership Team

Rachael Newman  504-2029,  lovebug11704@aol.com      Pam Morin  458-2210, pamm@skcdc.org
Steve Hoad  445-2141, mainefun40@hotmail.com             Heather Curtis  899-9671, heather@can-so.org                  
Tammy Trask  968-2009, cupcakett@yahoo.com        Laura Moore  848-5825, TeddsRed@aol.com

www.peacebreadjustice.org

Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø

Keep MAIN Strong ! Join Us to Improve the Lives of ALL Maine People !

Dear MAIN members and friends,

MAIN has been doing lots of great work.  A big thanks to so many of you who have given your time, passed 
along information, shared your knowledge, and sent your donations!  Here’s a bit of what we’ve been doing:
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                                2008 MAIN Member Survey

                            Together, we DO make a difference!  Join us!

MAIN is an all-volunteer organization that depends on contributions and a few small 
grants.  Most of MAIN’s money is used for travel and childcare reimbursement so 
people with low incomes can come to MAIN meetings, our annual conference and 
to other actions and events.  We also need funds to put on the annual conference and 
to do mailings.  Your contributions, financial or otherwise, can help MAIN do what 
needs to be done to support our goals and keep MAIN strong!

Financial Contribution :  $_________  Suggested donation:  Individuals—$5.00.  Organizations—$100.  
Send more or less, whatever you can give -  every dollar counts! 

Help with fundraising or grant writing ____________

Attend monthly MAIN meetings (or as many as possible)._______  
Please send me the monthly meeting notices for Statewide_______  Northern Regional MAIN _______

Statewide Meetings are held the second Thursday of every month from 9:30 to 12:30, usually in 
Augusta.   In the fall, we travel to other parts of the state.  

Share information from the MAIN Update, legislative alerts, and MAIN surveys._________

Pass on e-mail alerts and information to friends.__________    If you belong to any groups that you can 
share information with, write the group’s name(s)here.________________________________________

Call MAIN members in my area_______     Testify or help find others to testify.________  
Contact my state legislators_______     Talk with the press______   
Be on the leadership team_______                  Other ways I can help______________________________

These are the issues I’m most interested in working on: 
TANF & ASPIRE ____ Health Care____ Dental Care ______Wages_____ Higher education_____  
Earned Income Tax Credit _____General Assistance_____ Unemployment Insurance benefits____  
Transportation______  Housing____ Child Protective Services____ Family Leave _____Child Care ____

Name (Please PRINT)___________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________
Town/city_________________________________________  Zip Code____________________________
Phone (if any)________________________ E-mail (if any)______________________________________

Best way you can be reached: (circle)     phone  email  regular mail

Organization’s name (if org. member)______________________________________________________

Contact person (if org. member)__________________________________________________________
        Add our organization’s name to MAIN brochure ___  Link our organization to the MAIN website __

Comments/suggestions:

RETURN TO:  MAIN, P.O. Box 69, Hallowell, ME 04347
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Affordable housing is an acute issue in every state.  
In response, many states have created housing trust 
funds like our Housing Opportunities for Maine 
(HOME) Fund. The HOME Fund has never 
been as important as it is today. 

The HOME fund allows people with low and mod-
erate incomes in Maine get back on their feet.  The 
HOME Fund creates housing opportunities for people 
who are homeless, senior citizens and people with 
disabilities, along with their families. The HOME 
Fund also has a " rst time homebuyers program that 
helps people with limited income to own their home.   

Unfortunately, the Fund has been raided during 
tight budget times.  The Maine People’s Alliance 
(MPA) has fought hard to protect this critical fund. 
During 2008, the legislature approved a proposal 
to use HOME Fund monies for the Bridging 
Rental Assistance Program (BRAP).While MPA 
supports full funding of BRAP, we believe this 
should happen through the General Fund. Luck-
ily, we were able to secure a commitment to fund 
BRAP through the HOME Fund for one year only. 

The Legislature made a more signi" cant cut to the 
HOME Fund with the passage of LD 262, An Act 
to Amend the Credit for Historic Properties.  This 
legislation uses HOME funds to support tax credits 
to rehabilitate historic buildings, including afford-
able housing units.  Although the funding will start 
off small this year ($80,000), it will grow to over 
$10 million in the next several years, using most of 
the HOME Fund. 

The HOME Fund was established speci" cally to 
support affordable housing.  We are concerned that 
there is no real guarantee that the tax credit 
will be linked to truly affordable housing.

Raids to the HOME Fund are unacceptable! 

There is a severe shortage of affordable housing 
in Maine. We have a high percentage of people 
who struggle to pay for housing yet we invest less 
in affordable housing than most states. In fact, 
Maine has put very little effort into housing, even 
though we have the oldest housing stock in the na-
tion, higher home heating costs, and a low median 
income. The rate of foreclosures in Maine, like the 
rest of the country, has increased over the last few 
years, putting more pressure on rental housing. 
Housing is a foundation for a better quality of life. 
The HOME Fund is the single most important pool 
of money to create and rehab affordable housing 
here in Maine.

This is also a time when we’re dealing with an 
energy crisis. Thousands across the state have 
been struggling to pay soaring heating costs while 
energy ef" ciency in buildings is at an all time low. 
The HOME fund provides resources that rehab 
older buildings and make them more energy 
ef" cient reducing energy use and cost. 
  
Why should the HOME Fund be protected?
 
The HOME Fund is able to get 10 to 20 times 
itself in matching Federal Funds.  If the Fund is 
not raided, Maine State Housing is able to get the 
greatest match from the federal government. The 
HOME Fund is one of the few pools of money that 
generates more dollars to be used in Maine. 
 
The HOME Fund is an economic engine for 
Maine communities; it leverages funds and 
generates revenue through economic growth and 
taxes.  Affordable housing development creates 
good jobs and stimulates the economy. 
 

Supplemental Budget Takes Money 

Out of the HOME Fund                by Maine People’s Alliance

Maine People’s Alliance, Androscoggin Chapter, 145 Lisbon Street, Lewiston, ME 04240 
  (207) 782-7876                          www.mainepeoplesalliance.org
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You Must File 
to Get 
a Stimulus Check
 In 2008, up to 20 million Americans who rely 
primarily on Social Security income qualify for 
an economic stimulus rebate check from the 
federal government.

Generally, people need more than $3,000 in 2007 
income to qualify for a stimulus rebate.

Even seniors who do not earn income through 
current employment can qualify for a stimulus 
check, if their Social Security bene" ts, Veterans 
Affairs (VA) bene" ts, and railroad retirement 
bene" ts equal at least $3,000 annually.

In most cases, seniors will receive an economic 
stimulus check ranging from $300 to $600.
Those who qualify for a stimulus check will 
receive the check by the end of 2008, if they " le 
by October 15, 2008. No rebate checks will be 
issued after 2008.

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
program provides help to taxpayers with low 
and moderate incomes. Call 1-800-906-9887 
for assistance.

The nearest free tax preparation locations 
are available by calling the IRS at 1-800-829-
1040.

Medical Reasons 
Can Stop 
a Utility 
Shut Off

Do you or someone in your home have a medical 
reason why their utilities should not be shut off?

Wil l your doctor, or your doctor’s 
 of" ce, give you a note saying that  
 you are seriously ill?  

Wil l they also say that if you lost 
your utilities it would be bad for 
your health?

If you can get a doctor’s note then you can keep 
your utilities on for at least 30 days.  You can 
even get them kept on for up to 90 days.

* Remember:  Your utilities can not usually be cut 
off in the winter.  Go to http://mejp.org/electricity.
htm for more information on your rights.

Wil l I have to pay the bill later?  

Yes, you will.  But, your utility company must 
agree to a “reasonable” payment plan with you.  
That means it has to be an amount that you can 
really afford to pay. You may be able to get help 
with paying your bills.  Go to  http://www.mejp.
org/Update/12-1/heat.htm for a list of help.

What can I do if my utility company won’t 
be reasonable?  

Contact the Consumer Division of the Maine 
Public Utilities Commission.  Their number is: 
1-800-452-4699 or 287-3831.

ü

ü
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                          Start Preparing Now        

      for Next Winter!

MaineHousing Programs Help 
with Heating Assistance, 
Weatherization and More

 

If you cannot afford to heat your home, pay 
electric bills, or would benefit from energy 
improvements such as new insulation, a new 
heating system, or energy efficient appliances, 
help may be available from MaineHousing 
programs. Lower income households may qualify 
for heating assistance and energy improvements 
at no cost to them. Moderate-income households 
may qualify for low cost energy loans. 

Don’t wait until September or October! Call now 
to find out if any of these programs can help you 
get ready for winter.

The Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program 

Commonly called LIHEAP or HEAP, this 
program provides money to low-income 
homeowners and renters to help pay heating costs. 
The funds are distributed throughout Maine’s 
11 Community Action Programs (CAP). The 
program is not intended to pay for all heating 
costs, but to assist in paying the heating bills.  
Applications for LIHEAP are accepted from July 
1 through April 30 of each year. 

For information on LIHEAP and these other 
related programs, call your local CAP or go to: 
www.mainehousing.org

LIHEAP 
Appliance Replacement Program  
Home Repair Network  
Low Income Assistance Plan (LIAP)  
Weatherization & CHIP Programs  

•
•
•
•
•

The Maine Home Repair Network  

This program provides 1% mortgages or 0% 
deferred/forgivable mortgages (i.e. 0% interest 
rate with no monthly payment) to low-income 
homeowners for necessary home repairs.  With 
just one application, you can apply to both state 
and federal programs that fund renovations or 
repairs such as:

Wells and septic system repairs or 
replacements 
Heating and electrical system repairs 
Roof and chimney repairs 
Structural repairs 
Lead paint mitigation 
Repair or replacement of windows and doors 
Energy efficiency improvements 
Repair or replacement of siding 
Handicap accessibility improvements 
Other health and safety repairs 

For more information, call your local 
CAP or go to:  www.mainehousing.org/
PROGRAMSHomeRepair.aspx?ProgramID=33

 

MaineHousing’s 
Weatherization Program 
and Central Heating 
Improvement Program 
(CHIP)  

CHIP provides grants to 
low-income homeowners 
and renters to improve home 

energy efficiency and perform energy-related 
repairs. 

Continued on page 18

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Low Income Assistance Program 

Low Income Assistance Plans (LIAP) help low-
income homeowners and renters with their electric 
utility bills. MaineHousing, through Community 
Action Program agencies, accepts customer 
applications for LIAP as part of the LIHEAP 
application process. 
 

Home Energy 
Loan Program 

The Home Energy 
Loan Program (HELP) 
provides very low 
interest rate loans to 
low- and moderate-
income homeowners to 
finance improvements 
to make their homes more energy efficient. Income 
eligible homeowners may borrow up to $15,000 
at 1% interest (for those who use and follow the 
recommendations of an energy audit) or 3% (for 
those who do not).

Appliance Replacement Program 

Ef" ciency Maine, the Maine State Housing Au-
thority, and the state’s Community Action Pro-
grams are working together on this program. The 
Energy Ef" ciency Low Income Appliance Re-
placement program replaces inef" cient refrigera-
tors and other home appliances, and installs energy 
ef" cient lighting in the homes of quali" ed low-
income consumers. Community Action Programs 
deliver the services.  For more information, call 
toll-free 1-866-376-2463, or go to:
www.ef" ciencymaine.com

Here’s where to apply for or get 
information about these programs 
in Maine: 

Aroostook County Action Program 
Presque Isle:  1-800-585-3053

Midcoast Maine Community Action 
Bath:  442-7963

Community Concepts, Inc. 
Auburn:  795-4065, South Paris:  743-7716, 
Rumford:  364-3721 

Kennebec Valley Community Action 
Waterville:  859-1500, Augusta:  622-4761, 
Skowhegan:  474-8487

Penquis Community Action Program  
Bangor:  973-3630

People’s Regional Opportunity Program 
Portland:  553-5848

York County Community Action Corp. 
Sanford:  324-5762 x9017

Washington Hancock Community Agency  
Milbridge and Ellsworth:  664-2424

Waldo Community Action Partners 
Belfast:  338-3025

Western Maine Community Action, Inc.
East Wilton:  1-800-645-9636  

MaineHousing  
353 Water Street, Augusta Maine 04330  
Phone ' (207) 626-4600  
Toll Free '  (800) 452-4668  
TTY '  (800) 452-4603  
Fax (207) 626-4678  
www.mainehousing.org

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Summer Food Programs

Summer is here! For so many children 
throughout Maine, the end of school means the 
end of school breakfast and lunch - often their 
most reliable source of nutrition. Over 125 
schools in Maine met the guidelines for holding  
summer food programs last year and did not host 
a site. We have a long way to go to reach Maine 
children with summer meals! That means we 
have a lot of children in Maine missing out on 
healthy, nutritious lunches.

Are kids in your community missing out? 
Don’t know?  Give us a call for the answer!  
Partners in Ending Hunger (207) 553-2056.

Working with the Maine Department of 
Education Child Nutrition Services, Partners 
in Ending Hunger will help your community 
learn how to sponsor a Summer Food Service 
Program. The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
provides federal money for food for children 
from families with low incomes. You can find 
these programs at schools, parks, public pools, 
neighborhood centers, and other local programs.  

Use these sources to get information about the 
summer food program or to find a site close to you:

www.summerfoodsforme.org
Call 211. Ask for Summer Food Program site.
http://www.maine.gov/education/sfs/sfsp.htm
Gail Lombardi, Department of Education: 
gail.lombardi@maine.gov or 624-6843.

 
We have an opportunity to make this summer 
better for children and families! 

Partners in Ending Hunger is a new MAIN 
member organization.

•
•
•
•

MaineCare Requirement - Cont.  from page 6

Maine Equal Justice Partners is paying close 
attention to two groups who receive MaineCare 
to make sure that their health care coverage 
continues:

Children whose parents pay premiums for 
their coverage are not required under federal 
law to provide documentation.  (These are 
children who are on SCHIP.)  

People in the ‘childless adult’ program (also 
known as non-categoricals) should not lose 
their MaineCare at this time because they 
do not meet the citizenship and identity 
verification requirement.   

Please let MEJP know if you or people you 
work with run into any problems in either of 
these programs because of the documentation 
requirements. Contact MEJP toll-free at: 
1-866-626-7059.c

Opportunity Maine 

Opportunity Maine is a new program that 
will make college more affordable for Maine 
students. After graduating, a student will be 
eligible to claim a tax credit for any student loans 
taken since January of 2008.  Businesses are also 
eligible for the tax credit if they agree to pay a 
students’ loan.

To be eligible, part-time or full-time students 
must earn an associate or bachelor’s degree 
from a Maine college.  Graduates must then 
work and pay taxes in Maine  -  but there are no 
restrictions on leaving Maine for graduate school 
or programs such as the Peace Corps.  

To find out more about Opportunity Maine, go to: 
www.opportunitymaine.org

You can also contact them at:
Opportunity Maine, 163 Lancaster St. Suite B 
Portland, Maine 04101 
(207) 699-5880.

•

•
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New State 
Residency Requirement 
to Get Maine Driver’s License or Maine ID

Starting April 22nd, anyone wanting to renew or 
get a new Maine driver license or Maine non-
driver identi" cation card will need to provide 
documents to prove that they are a Maine resi-
dent. This is the " rst time in Maine’s history such 
a requirement is part of State law.  

In April, Maine lawmakers passed LD 2304 
requiring us to prove that we live in Maine when 
we apply for a Maine driver’s license or Maine ID 
card. 

There are a few people who are exempt from this 
law.  They don’t have to prove their residency but 
they must provide documents to prove that they 
qualify for the exemption:

A person that has proven they are on active 
duty in the US Armed Forces. 

The spouse or child of a person that has 
      proven they are on active duty in the US      
      Armed Forces.

A student enrolled in a university, college or 
school within Maine. 

•

•

•

What documents can I use 
to prove that I live in Maine?

Acceptable Documentary Evidence  The docu-
ment you use to prove where you live must 
include your legal name* and physical address in 
Maine.  Here are some examples: 

A tax return    
W-2 
Utility Bill   
Paycheck stub 
Tax bill    
GED
Rent Receipt
School or college transcript 
Document issued by a government entity 
Recent Maine Driver’s License with physical 
address 
Maine Resident Hunting and/or Fishing 
License 
Maine Vehicle Registration  
Contract in your name (for example, 

      mortgage agreement, lease, insurance ID card) 
College ID card  

*  If the document is in a former name, you must 
also provide the legal document of your name 
change. 

NOTE:  A Post Of" ce Box or other mail drop 
(for example, Mail Boxes Etc.) is not acceptable 
proof of residency.  The physical street address 
does not have to appear on the license but a 
physical address must be entered in the BMV 
computer system. 

Af" davits can be used if you don’t have Accept-
able Documentary Evidence.  Af" davits will be 
available at the Bureau of Motor Vehicles. You 
must use the ones provided by the Bureau.

www.maine.gov/sos/news/2008/residency.htm

Maine Motor Vehicles  624-9000

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•
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Update
Maine Breast and Cervical 
Health Program (MBCHP)

The Maine Department of Health and Human 
Services has announced that MBCHP will expand 
services to women age 35-39.

To qualify, a woman must:

Have seen a doctor, nurse practitioner, or 
physician’s assistant. 
Need follow-up tests for either a possible breast 
cancer, an abnormal Pap test, OR not had a Pap 
test in 5 or more years.
Either have no health insurance, health insur-
ance that does not cover mammograms or Pap 
tests, or have insurance with a high deductible. 
Meet income guidelines (250% of federal pov-
erty level or below). 

MBCHP continues services to women 40 and 
over.  The MBCHP continues to provide free Pap 
tests and mammograms to women age 40 and older 
that meet health insurance and income guidelines 
stated above.

The Maine Breast and Cervical Health Program 
(MBCHP) provides free:

Mammograms Pap tests 
Pelvic exams  Some diagnostic services 
Breast exams 

Income Guidelines for MBCHP - 250% FPL

Family Size   Monthly
Household   Income

1    $2,167  
2    $2,917 
3    $3,667 
4    $4,417 
5    $5,167 

For each additional person add $750.

For more information, please call the MBCHP: 
1-800-350-5180.
TTY (deaf/hard of hearing) (207) 287-8015

ü

ü

ü

ü

   Maine Breast Cancer 
Coalition 
Support Service 
Fund

Do you need a mammogram or other breast 
diagnostic services that are not covered or only 
partially covered by your insurance or other 

      assistance programs? 

Do you have breast cancer related medical 
expenses not covered or only partially covered 
by your insurance or other assistance programs?

Are you a breast cancer patient needing " nan-
cial assistance for travel or temporary living 
expenses while undergoing treatment? 

 
Help is available from the Maine Breast Cancer 
Coalition (MBCC) Support Service Fund.
 
The Support Service Fund provides uninsured or 
underinsured residents of Maine with  
" nancial assistance for breast health or breast can-
cer related items or services. The Fund has awarded 
grants to hundreds of Maine people for a wide 
range of services including mammograms, ultra-
sound, bras and prostheses, surgical costs, prescrip-
tions, wigs, genetic testing, transportation to treat-
ment costs, temporary help with rent or utilities for 
people in treatment, and many more services.  The 
Support Service Fund is truly a program of “last 
resort” for people who have nowhere else to turn.
 
For more information about the Support Service 
Fund or to apply for help call the Maine Breast 
Cancer Coalition toll free at 1-800-928-2644 or 
go to www.mainebreastcancer.org to download an 
easy-to-complete application.  

Maine Breast Cancer Coalition, 11 Bangor Mall 
Blvd. Suite D, Bangor, Maine 04401-3650

MBCC is a MAIN member organization.

þ

þ

þ
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Maine Equal Justice Partners 
(MEJP) is a non-profit legal aid 
organization founded in 1996. 
We were formed when Congress 
prohibited legal aid providers, like 
Pine Tree Legal Assistance, from 
doing systemic work - work that would have an 
effect on other people in similar situations.

MEJP represents people with low income before 
administrative agencies, the courts, and in the 
Legislature.  We work on behalf of our primary 
client, the Maine Association of Interdependent 
Neighborhoods.  We also work with individual 
clients when doing so would help other people in 
similar situations.

MEJP works on issues that affect people’s daily 
lives: adequate health care, food assistance, income 
supports, shelter, fair working conditions, and 
education and training opportunities. We also do 
research and analysis, and outreach and education. 
Our goal is public policy reform that will improve 
the lives of individuals in Maine with low incomes.

Maine Association 
of Interdependent Neighborhoods 
(MAIN)  formed in December 
1980 to create a statewide voice 
for low-income concerns. We 
are a coalition of individuals and 
organizations, some low income 
and some not, working together to 
gain control of our living conditions.  We advocate 
for our common needs; share resources; and learn 
how to take part in the political process.  MAIN 
encourages everyone to get involved helping to 
make decisions that affect our daily lives.  

MAIN Leadership Team invites you to join us!

Heather Curtis  899-9671   heather@can-so.org
Steve Hoad 445-2141   mainefun40@hotmail.com
Laura Moore 848-5825   TeddsRed@aol.com
Pam Morin 458-2210   pamm@skcdc.org
Rachael Newman 504-2029   lovebug11704@aol.com
Tammy Trask 968-2009  cupcakett@yahoo.com

 MAIN Member Organizations

AbilityMaine
Broad Bay Congregational United Church of Christ
Caring Unlimited
Child & Family Opportunities 
Coastal Economic Development Corporation 
Community Concepts, Inc.
Food & Medicine 
Greater Bangor NAACP
Healthy Communities
H.O.M.E., Inc. 
Hospitality House Inc.
Kennebec Valley Community Action Program
Mabel Wadsworth Women’s Health Center 
Maine Breast Cancer Coalition
Maine Ch., National Association of Social Workers
Maine Children’s Alliance
Maine Council of Senior Citizens
Maine Oral Health Solutions
Maine People’s Alliance
McAuley Residence
Mid-Coast Regional Resource Development Center
National Organization for Women - Maine Chapter
Partners in Ending Hunger
Peace & Justice Center of Eastern Maine 
Penquis Community Action Program 
People’s Regional Opportunity Program (PROP) 
Pine Tree Folk School
Portland Organized to Win Economic Rights
Portland Tenants Union 
Preble Street Homeless Voices for Justice
Resources for Organizing & Social Change (ROSC)
Spruce Run 
Waldo Community Action Partners
We Who Care
Western Maine Community Action
Women Unlimited

Be a part of MAIN!
Ask your organization to join MAIN as 
we work together to gain economic human rights 
for all MAIN people.  (See page 13-14.) 

Sliding scale dues.
Add your group’s name to our brochure.
Link your group’s website to ours.
Get and share information, and help make decisions.

ü
ü
ü
ü
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Statewide 
MAIN Meetings

YOU should attend to:
• Get updates on issues and actions.
• Help make decisions.
• Share information about what’s 

going on in your community.

Travel & childcare reimbursement 
is available at the meetings for those 
in need.  Snacks are provided!

Need directions or have questions?  
Contact a member of the MAIN 
Leadership Team or Chris at MEJP 
toll-free 1-866-626-7059 ext. 204 or 
email her at: crusnov@mejp.org

Meeting Cancellation:  Call Chris 
if you think a meeting may be 
cancelled due to bad weather. Listen 
to the voice mail message. 

Ride sharing: If you can give a ride 
or need a ride, please let us know.

MAIN Membership Form

____Here is $5.00 (more or less, whatever you can afford) for          
individual membership dues. Here’s an extra donation.  $___
____I am already a MAIN member. Here is a donation for this          
year. $_____
____I can’t make a donation at this time, but would like to be a           
member and receive the newsletter,  MAIN Update.
____I would like to come to a MAIN meeting. Please send me a          
meeting notice by regular mail.*
____Here is $100 for our organizational membership. 
        Here’s an extra donation of $_____.  
        List our group in the MAIN brochure:  YES   NO  (circle one)
         List our group on the MAIN website:   YES   NO  (circle one)

I am interested in Northern Regional MAIN (Greater Bangor)___

Please PRINT clearly!
NAME_____________________________________________
ORGANIZATION (if organizational membership)
___________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS_________________________________
___________________________________________________
TOWN/CITY________________________________________
ZIP________________________________________________
Town in which you live________________________________
PHONE____________________________________________
E-MAIL____________________________________________

For membership dues, please make checks out to:  MAIN 
For tax-deductible donations, make checks out to: 
Maine Equal Justice/MAIN Expenses

Mail form to:   MAIN, P.O. Box 69, Hallowell, ME 04347

When you return this form—with or without a donation—you will 
become a MAIN member and will receive the MAIN Update and 
other important mailings.  If you want to get meeting notices, be 
sure to check “meeting notice” above. 

* Those with e-mail will only get meeting notices, action alerts, 
etc. by e-mail unless you check ‘meeting notices’ above.

MAIN
Together, we can make a dif fer ence!

Mark Your Calendar 
and Join Us!

In the fall, we take the MAIN meet-
ings on the road.  We meet from 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm -- lunch is pro-
vided.  Hope you’ll join us! Check 
your emails for location details. If 
you’re not on our email network or 
if you want a meeting notice sent by 
regular mail, contact Chris at MEJP 
at 1-866-626-7059 ext 204.

September 11 - Bangor
October 9 - Lewiston

November 7 - Conference in Augusta
December 11 - Belfast

No meetings in July and August.



Please 
feel 
free 

to copy 
and 

share 
this 

newsletter.   

You 
can 
also

find it on

www.mejp.org

Want to be on our mailing list or on our e-mail network?  
Contact Maine Equal Justice. Call toll-free 1-866-626-7059 or email crusnov@mejp.org

MEJP
126 Sewall St.
Augusta, Maine 04330
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